
 

 

 

 

 

“But my dear, what a book!” 

Developing the history of reading at home as a theme for your audiences 
 

Seminar at the Geffrye Museum of the Home  

 

Wednesday 3 October 2012 

12 midday to 4 o’clock (including a light lunch from 12 midday to 1o’clock) 

Tickets £10 

 

This afternoon seminar will explore how museums, historic houses and libraries can best interpret 

and represent the liveliness of historic reading habits. Book historians have used sources – letters, 

diaries, inventories, booksellers’ records and annotations and inscriptions in books themselves – to 

explore the different practices of reading at home amongst different readers. 

 

Reading at home has emerged as not only a solitary, silent, studious activity, but a social, noisy one, 

with families and reading groups buying and borrowing books to read together.  

 

How do we go about interpreting different readers and reading practices to best engage our 

audiences? Discussing this question on the day will be Abigail Williams, University Lecturer and Lord 

White Fellow and Tutor in English, St Peter's College, Oxford, Mark Purcell, National Trust Libraries 

Curator and Hannah Fleming, Curatorial Assistant, The Geffrye Museum. 

 

 

Abigail Williams is engaged on a British Academy Fellowship to support a project called 'Bringing 

Books Home', which will examine the history and practice of reading aloud as performance and 

entertainment in the eighteenth-century home. The fellowship involves developing a series of public-

facing activities, one of which will be an evening at the Geffrye, with the reading of riddles and live 

music. She has also created a primary school project and made two programmes for Radio 3 and 4 

on this research.  

 

Mark Purcell has been Libraries Curator to the National Trust since 1999, presiding over the belated 

cataloguing of the Trust's vast collection of books – which are generally preserved in the places 

where they were collected and read - and negotiating the loading of the catalogue onto Copac in 

February 2010. He originally read History at Oriel College, Oxford, trained at University College, 

London, and has published extensively on the history of books and libraries in early modern Britain 

and Ireland. 

 

 

Places are limited so please download a booking form from our website in order to secure 

your place or email the address below for further information. 

 

Blog:  historiesofhomessn.wordpress.com 

Email:  historiesofhome@geffrye-museum.org.uk 


